


The Queen Anne style, which characterizes this row, i3 an American
variant of the interpretation of early l8th-century English brick architecture.
Specific details associated with this style include Tudor -roses, sunflowers,
multipaneled wood doors and various classical motifs such as swags and wreaths,
which often appear on the sheetmetal roof cornices. The characteristic details
of the style were frequently combined with other architectural styles.

Although each house is designed with different architectural details
which give the row its delightful picturesqueness, there is an underlying
symmetricallty and a subtle balance of elements which enhances the coherence
and harmony of the group. All the houses are built of the same materials,
brick with stone and terra-cotta trim; they are all three stories high with
imbricated slate mansard roofs pierced by dormers; and, with the exception of
No. 146, each house is basically one bay wide. Four of the houses within the row
echo one another: Nos. 148 and 154 have arched first floors, two windows in the
second and a projecting bay at the third; Nos. 152 and 156 have similar first
floors, projecting bays at the second and single bays pierce the third. Since
the original plan, which was not carried out, was to erect a row of ten houses,
the pairing may have been intended to be more evident.8

No. 150 is a narrow house, only 12% feet wide or half the size of a
standard New York lot. Approched by a low stoop with handsome wrought-iron
railing, the entrance to No. 150 is enhanced by multipaneled double doors.
To the left of the entrance is a square-headed window with terra-cotta plaque
beneath. A broad stone band seperates the first and second floor which is
pierced by a tripartite window protected by a simple swelled wrought-iron
balcony. At the third floor, the two windows of the bay are separated by a
mullion with twin colonettes and moldings. The use of white stone bands at
impost and still level further enlivens the . cade. Above the modillioned
and paneled pressed metal cornice is a Flemish dormer pierced by a square-
headed window with curvilinear lintel.
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FINDINGS AND DESIGNATIONS

On the basis of a careful consideration of the history, the architecture
and other features of this building, the Landmarks Preservation Commission
finds that the 150 East 89th Street House has a special character, special
historical and aesthetic interest and value as part of the development, heritage
and cultural characteristics of New York City.

The Commission further finds that, among its important qualities, the
No. 150 East 89th Street House was designed as part of a row of houses by
Hubert, Pirsson & Co., a firm of notable New York City architects; that the
house was built for William Rhinelander whose family acquired the land in 1812;
that the house was designed in the Queen Anne style and displays a picturesque
quality typical of the style; that few such rows of Queen Anner houses survive
in the city; that the house is a fine example of the type of row house erected
during the initial development of this section of Manhattan; and that this house

and the row of which it is a integral part, creates a charming urban
streetscape.

Accordingly, pursuant to the provisions of Chapter 21 (formerly Chapter 63)
of the Charter of the City of New York and Chapter 9-A of the Administrative
Code of the City of New York, the Landmarks Preservation Commission designates as
a Landmark the 150 East 89th Street House Borough of Manhattan designates Tax
Map Block 1517, Lot 150 Borough of Manhattan, as its Landmark Site.
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